
Cascade View Elementary School
Room 17, Fourth Grade
Miss. Gintz
[image: image1.png]2



 

Dear Student,

Welcome to Fourth Grade! You probably have many questions about what your year will be like.  This student handbook will answer many of them.

Each September you may have noticed that every teacher does things a little differently.  You will find differences in the way this class is run.  

In order for our class to run smoothly, it is important that you know what we expect from you and what you can expect from us.  Our class is a team.  We must work together to be successful.  I will give each of you 100% of my effort.  In return, I expect 100% from you!

The first few sections of your handbook are very important.  They explain my jobs, procedures, classroom code of conduct, and consequences.  Be sure that you know and understand these as well as the Cascade View School Rules and Guidelines.  

As we begin the year I want you to know that you can feel safe and comfortable asking questions.  The first few weeks of school will be a time to adjust to our new classroom.  Please remember: if you have a question or a problem, I can’t help if you don’t ASK!

This is a start of an exciting adventure.  Give a lot and you will get a lot in return.  We are going to have a GREAT year together!

Your Teacher,
Miss. Gintz
Classroom Code of Conduct
1. Respect all students and adults.

2. Respect school and personal property.

3. Respect learning and teaching.

4. Respect the health and safety of yourself and others.
5. Always do your personal best.

I promise to make every effort to notice all the good things you do.  You can help by pointing out the great behavior you notice from your classmates.
It is easier to learn in a classroom in which all students cooperate and behave appropriately.  When even one individual behaves in a disruptive manner, it is distracting and prevents the class from learning.  

	                       Way to go!!  Right on track!! 

                       Good fourth grade behavior!


	Level One      After one verbal reminder, teacher intervention: 

                       Think about your actions and make the right choices.


	Level Two      Teacher and parent intervention.  
                       Complete entry in “Super Citizens” notebook.
                       Let’s get back on track!



	Level Three   Teacher, Parent and Principal intervention.  
                       Behavior report.     
                   


Let’s have a great year together!
Citizenship in Other Classes

The same guidelines for expected behavior apply when you are in PE, Music, Library, Computer, lunch and assemblies.  Always be your BEST!  REMEMBER – EVERY TEACHER IS YOUR TEACHER.  Treat all adults with respect.
Our Signals to Get Your Attention


I will teach you about the attention spot, our classroom bell, and other signals we will use to get your attention.  I have high expectations for you.  I know you will be ready to learn when I am ready to teach.

  When you hear a signal, I expect the following:

1. Stop what you are doing.

2. Quietly face the front or toward the speaker.

3. Empty hands folded on your desk.

4. Feet on the floor.

5. Sit up straight.

When there is a message coming over the intercom you STOP and listen carefully to what is being said.  

Morning Arrival

  Please use the restroom during this time, so you don’t miss learning time in class.  
Your morning checklist is to:

1. Put coat and backpack in your locker.
2. Your binder belongs in your desk.

3.  Set two sharpened pencils in your desk, get drinks, and go to the bathroom if necessary.  

4. Make sure you have TWO books in your desk for silent reading.

5. Place your homework neatly on the sink counter as designated or in the teacher basket on the sink counter.

6. Complete your morning work.

7. This is NOT a talking time.

 Drinks, Bathroom, Pencil Sharpening


You will save a lot of time if you do these things at the beginning of the day and at recess.  If you need to use the bathroom, it should not be used while we are teaching a lesson or during a test.  You may use the bathroom during class time by permission only.  Ask permission by raising your hand with your fingers crossed.  Fill out restroom check-out sheet with name, time, and time returned.
Any student with a health emergency may leave the room immediately.


Please bring a labeled water bottle with a sport top to school to place on your desk.  

Classroom Snacks


Students will have an optional healthy snack every morning to boost brain power!  Students may bring a personal water bottle to keep on their desk during the day. Good ideas for healthy snacks include:  fruit, yogurt, raisins, veggies, cheese, graham crackers and pretzels.  Please avoid chips, chocolate, candy and other high sugar items.

Care of Material

Treat your desk, books, and supplies responsibly.  Respect other people’s materials. Make sure your desk and cubby are neat and tidy.
Nutrition Policy
Students who have nutritious food and appropriate physical activity are better prepared to learn. While student health and well being is a shared responsibility between schools and families, the school environment must be conducive to and promote learning. 

· Foods provided to students through classroom parties/school events, rewards, and/or incentives must have nutritional value. 
· PLEASE NO NUTS for snacks that will be shared with the class for parties or celebrations.
Birthdays


Birthdays are important days for all of us.  If you would like to share a healthy treat on the morning of your birthday, feel free to do so.  We have 26 students in our class. Time will be set aside morning snack time to celebrate with you.  If you have a summer birthday, we will schedule a special day for you.


On your birthday, you will:

· Be the recipient of kindness and compliments all day
· Be line leader

· Select classmates to share their jokes, riddles, or special memories with you

· Receive one “free homework pass”.
Grading Papers

Each major assignment will be graded according to a scoring guide or rubric.  I will be talking about scoring guides in class, to help you understand what is expected of you, why you got the grade you did and how you can improve.  

In most cases the guide will look like this:

4 You are working Above Standard!  This is far above grade level expectations.
3 You are working At Standard.  You have met fourth grade expectations.
2 This is Work In Progress.  You have not yet met fourth grade expectations.

1 You have not met fourth grade expectations and need to see the teacher.
Homework

Fourth graders have homework every night.  You are expected to read at least 125 minutes each week and record it with a parent signature.  There is subject area homework in Math, Science, Social Studies, Spelling, and Writing.  There are bimonthly book reports in varied formats.  Fourth graders are learning to manage themselves and will be given extended projects to finish in class and at home.  We will be working on organizing your time and building good study habits.  You are responsible for your work and will accomplish great things this year.  Homework and signatures are NOT your parents’ responsibility.  You are the student.  It is your homework.

If you do not turn your homework in on time there will be an appropriate and meaningful consequence. I do not accept homework that is wrinkled, torn, dirty, or damaged.
Absences 


If you are absent for short period of time, the homework monitor will give you the assignments you missed.  You will have the number of days you were gone to complete your work.  If you are going to be gone longer than three days, please arrange for someone to bring work home to you, so you don’t fall too far behind.  
Families taking vacations during the school year must use a SVSD Request for Excused Absence Form.  Students will be expected to keep a written journal, continue their daily reading and practice their math facts.  Missed work will be made up when you return.  
Class Library

Our room contains a library of books that you are free to read.  You may choose two books at a time.  Classroom library books do NOT leave the classroom.  When returning a book back to our classroom library, please take the time to place the book properly in the correct section.  We also go to our school library to check out books.  Since we have regular periods when you silent read, you are required to have two books in your desk at all times either from our class library, the school library, or from home.  You may earn the privilege of reading on a reading rug or “choice spot” by your good behavior or hard work.  

Donating gently loved books to the class library is greatly appreciated!

Class Jobs

You will have the opportunity to complete a resume for a desired job.  Our learning community works best if everybody helps.
Each of you is responsible for doing your job and for making sure that your personal things and area are picked up before going home.  We will have the neatest fourth grade classroom!
All Done With Your Work?

There will be times when you finish your work before other students or before the class is ready to move on to the next subject.  Here are some suggestions of what you should do:

1. Carefully review your work.  Rethink.  Revise.  Improve.

2. Finish any other work. (first priority)

3. Read a book.

Words of Advice for Success in this Classroom
1. Think before you act.
2. Communicate openly and politely, ask questions.
3. Don’t compare yourself to others.  Do your best and be proud of it!

4. Go out of your way to put people up.  
5. Unkindness is unacceptable.

Let’s make this a GREAT year!

As a mature and responsible fourth grader, I understand the expectations for class. 
Student Signature:  _________________________________________________
Teacher Signature   _________________________________________________

Dear Parents,

I hope this handbook has given you a good feel for how things are run in this classroom.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by note, e-mail or phone.  The school phone number is 425-831-4100.  Please send all correspondence to my e-mail addresses: gintze@svsd410.org.  If you leave a message, I will get back to you as soon as my schedule allows.  I will cover more specific information at Curriculum Night, so I hope to see you there!  I are looking forward to a productive and wonderful school year!







Sincerely,





                Miss. Elizabeth Gintz
Parent Signature:  __________________________________________________

